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DISCOURSE I 


68. Fitts of sr. PETER, ren as. ; 
oy urwann, LEST YE ALSO, BEING LED away By Tus 
ERROR or THE WICKED, FALL FROM. Your oN BY * 


| STEDFASTNESS! | PE A at pod ned evt are ron ON 


| Deatly Beloved Brethren, 


AS T ſunday 1 addreſſed lk to theſe chief oft our 
9 1 younger brethren, who had /ately made profeſſion . 5 
17 faith, by openly” raking upon hen ſelves their baptiſ= 

mal www and covenant; exhorting, and perſuading them, 

not to be weary in oel l- doing; 3 bur to perſevere unto the 

end, in living g. ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, all their days. 

So, from theſe words juſt read unto you, (my brethren,) ) 

to the whole congregation here preſent, it ſhall be the par- 1 

| ticular buſineſ; 8 of the following little Sermon, to obſerve i in 

3 15 general 
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general that it is: not only our 55 but greateſt inter berg 
| likewiſe, to hold faſt the profeſſion of our fauh, without 
 wavering; for he is faithful that promiſed us, (conditional. 
ly,) eternal life; as from the example of ſuch ſinners, who, 
have gone before us, to bcavare leſt we alto being led 
away by their errors, do fall from our cn fled/aſtneſs. 


Theſe words, moreover, are all ſo very plain and eaſy, 


wat, (as one of the prophets upon a like occaſion telleth 
us,) he who runs, my: read and underſtand. the fe «ll force 
ö of them. 


Xo, foraſmuch a8 N may 7 poſſibly be foie among us, : 


who will not conſider them, it is our duty (as teachers,) 

20 explain them; to ſhew the people of their doings; and by 
all means in ov power, to bring them to the knowledge 4 
of the zruth, as it is in Chriſt Fe a, (both God, and man. 0 5 


1 ſhall therefore firſt, (my friends,) briefly conſider 


them in order further, the more effectually to perſuade 
Jou all to be cautious, not to ſuffer yourſelves to be led 
away by the error of the wicked, neither to fall from Four 


own fleafaſineſs, as chriftians. 


Know ye then, and obſerve 1 OOTY the. holy | 


| apoſtle, St. Peter, doth not here addreſs himſelf to thoſe 
- whoare altogether 3 ignorant of, and know not their duly; 

not to 250, who are unapquainted with religion, and have no 
' knowledge ofthe Son of God, but to thoſe, who by baptiſm, and 
preaching of the word, have been initiated into, 5 made 


1ombers 


TOY 


Ky. le of bis hay ch; nor were 0 his earert; to whom 5 
he wrote this ſecond epiſtle, ſuch only, who were occaſion- 
ally converted to a belief 1 in Chi, and might therefore be 
| ſuppoſed to be 2wavering and unſettled therein; but ſuch as 
were grounded, and confirmed in the true Faith; having 


already arrived to a ſufficient degree of ftedfaſineſs and re- 7 


—— in the way of godlineſs; ; on which head, he had 
nothing to blame zhem, or charge them with, only that he 
would new his tenderneſs towards them; that they ſhould 
ſuffer nothing to miſſſead them, to betray them into error, 


or bring he into wickedneſs, by Wn their Zeal, and 7 


| conflanc for all God's laws. BY 
So that, however ſome among us, may think e BY 


Keie religious, whilſt they openly declare themſelves 1 
ſervants of Chriſt; yet, unleſs their profeſſion be fincere, 


and fleady, what proceedeth of love, and a Faith unfeigned, 
it will avail nothing, but to cauſe fear, and trembling, and 2 
: conſuſim of ets EEE Se Cn ny 
Since, if we ouly barely enter e into bly 1 5 
and are contented to - profe 718 and call ourſelves chr; Mians, 3 


without ever troubling ourſelves to do hin: ſervice, conti- 
| nually by fulfilling our engagements towards him, by fol- 
lowing bis ſeps, (the captain of our ſalvation,) we ſhall be 


ſo far "fron proving ourſelves good ſoldiers, or receiving 


any juſt reward of our fidelity, our truſt and confidence 79 ; 


Cbriſi Wen, that 1 it will be our greateſt . to have be- 
an 


+ 


- pan ell ſhould we e ceaſe from it, by ſaiteting c ourſclves to 
de overcome; to be led away by the deceitfulneſs oh: fu, 
and the error of wicked men, who like the devil, and bis 


vile aſſociates, walk about, ſeeking whom they may thus 


uin, or devour; when, though we would ever ſo 7 


 viileſs we are conftant in our religious exerciſes, we - hall 
not die che death of the e nor have our Jef end 
like 3 
When, if ye ak day, . wwe 1 * * 5 
Grall p portions of your time, (the very longeſt ye have, or -- 
may have to live,) to the ſerviceof your Maker, yourRedecm- : 


een, and your Sanetifier, to the 7hree: divine perſons of the 
ce ver bleſſed trinity, in unity, and are but ſlightly and indif- 


ferently converſant about divine truths, i it will avail but lit- 

_ tle; and in a religious ſenſe, be of no good uſe to you, as 
cChriſtians, when if ye expect, if ye hope finally to be made 
= happy, ye muſt make religion, your chiefeſt, your only care, 
the moſt ſerious concern and buſineſs of your whole lives; 
otherwiſe, to ſtop and loiter in your courſe, in the way. of 
godlineſs, in the alone path, the only ſafe road to heaven, 

. to ſalvation, and everlaſting happineſs, muſt be your utter 
ruin, and deftruftion; when, although for a time, (may I 


FS not further add 7) if ye have uſed yourſelves. to diſtribute 


liberally, have given to the poor, have occafi Fonally-fed the 
Hungry, clothed the naked among .you, and have often admi- 
niſtered to the real neceſſities of your brethren; yet, ſhould 


ye 


trench your charity, withholding your mercy and compaſſion 


4 5 » 
ye once ceaſe 1 ds 20 mould ye ſhut- your had, andre. 


from the indigent, the wanting, and truly needy ones 
of every place, and of every country ye may have heard of, 
( particularly withholding, or not affording as ye may be 
able, your humanity towards the poor African, and other 
miſerable flaves in our ſeveral colonies abroad,) though ye 
do not actually grind the face of any poor neighbour at 45 4 * 


--:. "6 yet thus fall (or may fall,) from your own ftedfaſineſs. 


. Let ine add too, that although ye may have been con- 
ſtant attendants on the publick worſhip of the church, = 


have ſerved God day and night, as well at home in Your Te 


| cloſets, as in the aſſemblies of his people, in the congrega- 
tion every Lord's day at leaſt; yet, if ye wwilfully abſent _ 
yourſelves. from God's holy temple, (as the manner of too 


1 many is,) or, if ye ceaſe every morning and evening to 


- "pray: in private, by not lifting up your hands and hearts to | 
Goa, or, if ye but very ſeldom do ſo, ye, undoubtedly, muſt 5 
de ſaid to have allen from your ftedfaftneſs. 

EG ſhort, though ye may have hitherto, for a Jong ſeaſin, - 
made it your chief and only buf ineſs to live ſoberly, righte- 

. oufly, and godly ; yet, if ye will give back, and recede 

from the purity that has been in you, and will at all forſake 


your t love; this is to fall from Jour. on fedfa aftneſs ; ” 


and with the o, to return back 8810 to your — 
8 filthy PO t LPT : 3 FA 
| B 8 dheſe | 


(5655 


"Theſe inſtances then, (my feople, yo may With 75 18. 
ſhe y the meaning of the apoſtle's caution to you, and to 
all mankind, who profeſs and call themſelves >; ferns, not 

to fall from therr own fedſaſtneſs. I come now, in che 
ſecond place, to offer ſuch ſubſtantial and convincing reaſons, B 

as may, (I truſt,) keep you all feedfaſt in the - faith, / | © 
x form of ſound words, and in love, which is in Chrift Jeſus. of 85 


The firſt reaſon whereof, which I ſhall | urge 0 this end, 


” will be to ſhew the pleaſure ariſing from a virtuous Way of 
E living; ; with which, whenye are once thor oughly acquaint. 
ed, ye will want, ( hope, ) no other motive to ſpur you” 
on, nor any charm to bind you, other than what oirime . 
 THſelf affords; whoſe ways are ways of pleafantmeſs, and Al. 2 
whoſe paths are peace. PET 
Whilſt, when ye are to root up wickedneſs indeed, from 3 
the heart, and to drive out evi! habits from you, ye are of- . 
ten perplexed above meaſure, and 1 5 out e ye are e not * 
able, not ſufficient for theſe things; — _ 2 
hut, whenonce theſe a ener are ite orabated; . 
and ye recover, and become acquainted with a better courſe ; 
when ye begin to feel the ſweetneſs of a religious life, and 
the beauties of holineſs, ye ſhall then know it to be your 
ns. greateſt happineſs to do good and your higheſt TP and . 
: Jatigfaction to perſevere in doing it: = _ IE 
— $0 that, to thoſe, (7 trow,) who do not court i 
own ruin, nor would willingly and nduftriouſly run head- 


long 


© +) 


long ints etc the ways of piety, 'of * virtue, and relgien, : 
7 will be always pleaſi "gs always pleaſant, and delightful, 


Another grand motive to perſeverance in well-doing, are. E 


7 * advantages which await the due performance of out 


duty, as men, and ch- iſtians; and the bleſi ng which attends 


tt, a crown of glory, and. eternal felicity in heaven, where 
” thouſand years are as one day, and one day as a thouſand 1 
years; where at God's right band there are Vivera of 505 8 
ſures for evermore. 1 
- ar the life, verily, of i a ith a, Gs we 2 Wa Fg 
N ſeripture,) is yet compared to a ght or combat, and often- 


times to 7 race: I have fought a good fight, faith St. Paul; . 


I have finiſhed my courſe; 1 have kept the faith: all which. 
Pphrdſet, or forms of ſpeaking, are Human, and only . 
. differently expreſs. the fame thing... 2 7 Y 

| Whetefore, as in combats; it is not he that Arikes a 2 

Blows; and after turns his back upon the enemy; but he 


whoſe fettled courage and reſolution goes on to conquer, N 


and overcome him, that wins the feld; and, as in races, it 
is not he that ſets out briſkly, and tires in the courſe; but 255 
he who continues ſtedſaſt unto the end, that wins the prize ; 5 
ſo, in our chriſtian warfare, and race of godlineſs, it is ha 
| that endureth unto the end, and he only, that ſhall be ſaved, 
that ſhall receive the crown of righteouſneſs, which the . 
"Lond; (the righteous Judge,) ſhall give unto him in thar 
25 when the ſecrets of all vearts. ſhall be BUPHeN + and 
he 


* * 7 
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4D: 3 7” s . : d 

in alt mece- with that happ y eulgglem, Corky: to the 

_ ' righteons, of, Well done, Make oo * e enter 
men ano the joy of thy Lora! 

I To this chrifttan conftancy alone it is, we mand ſurely 


| believe chat all che gracious he of happineſs in the 
: a are made unto us; but unleſs ye and I, and all 


enth hour, did yet receive every. one h7s ; 


walk humbly with our God: — 


But if we do not, better had i it been for all profeſſed 
655 ſtians among us, never to have entered upon a religious 
_ courſe, than after they have begun well, to deſert heir 
HpProfeſſion; to run from Chriſt, to leave him, to flee from 
5 him, and forſake bim; 4 "wy know * all IV (my bre- 
5 . thren 


Ss s of this bouſebo/d of ſaith, continue ſtedfaſt unto the 
5 ond, neuher may we, (any of us,) hope to be ſaved:·— 
== We are aſſured indeed (every one of us,) an. 
. ward of our /abour ; that it ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord: we are IR that they who came- in only at the 
hed -my; becauſe, 
doubtleſs, they were diligent to do the work of him, of 
that equal, jut, and fair Lord, hs had ſent them into his 
vineyard; ſo that if we continue ftedfaſt, if we perſevere, 
and endure faithfully unto the ei 
dareth, we need not fear what man can do unts us; ſince, 
wos ſhall all verily be faved, to have an entrance opened . 
unto us finally into God's kingdom, however late too ran 
of us may have began to do Juftrce, to. love . and 2 


„ folong as our moon en - 


TIE 


© 


thren, * if ye continue. in your fins, only hecaule ye know 


not what to do, and are unacquainted with your duty, as 


_ chriſtians, and are ignorant of the ways of virtue, ye may 


yet find an excule for invincible i ignorance ;. (but not other- 


wiſe;) whilſt thoſe among us, who have been once en- 
| lightened, ſhould they fall, ſhould they apoſtalixe, ſhould 
hey deſert their calling as chi iftian teachers, and preachers fg Cp 
eſpecially, it muſt be very difficult (ve all know 1} i not 
imprffible to tenew ſuch again unto repentance, not to be 
repented of; when, if ſuch Friends, (as one very lately 5 
has done,) will continue to leave us, to forſake us, to deny 
the Holy One, and the Juſt; they can be no friends, ſurely _ 
to their own ſouls: for whoſoever, faith the bleſſed Jeſus, ; 
ſhall deny me before men, him will I alfo deny * before mY 1 8 


> Father which is in heaven. 


. ſee then, (my people,) chere are 8 any, yea there 1 
can be no hopes, verily, of any fuch of our brethren ever 
returning, without eſpecial divine grace, to do God's will, © 
at any ne; and, what marvel? ſince by their neglecting 

do perſevere in well-doing, they abuſe and vilify the grace 

1 ME, God, and turn it into wantonneſ: 8, by ſuffering the wicked 5 
one to have dominion over them, to ile. them, to 

poſſeſs them: when, every tranſgreſſion they commit, after 
De they have been taught their duty, (or have taught it o others,) 
s a greſumptuous one; in ſomuch that it is commitied againſt 


the e the cleareft evidence, both of reaſon 400 con- 
8 


ſerence ; : 


rr e ³ W . En On en 
— — —— —˙— — ¶ ͤUUM. = — (l m — -Ä — 


| £* 10 AF = 
| | ſeimce; and wuſt be the efeet ovaries, both of 1Boug bt 0 
and deliberation, that they then do wicked! * chat they =P 
chuſe the bad in preference to the good. 1 1 
1 Wen, as an afeſtle hath ſaid, (and as I have already | - 
= quoted, ) it is zmpofſible, verily, to renew ſuch again unto 4 
| 77: repentance ; becauſe they thus crucify to l ee the 1 
29 Son of God afreſh, and put Him to an ohen ſhame; that is, 1 1 
= though they are convinced of 5% divinity, and believe him | 
| do be God, the true Meſſiah, (the way, the zruth, and the I 
= life,) they yet have as little regard for him, (it ſeems,) as el 
if the very Jeros themſelves had, diſobeying his laws, and 0 * 
it trampling underfoot his religion; (all things that are writ- | a 
| | ten of him both in the Old and New Teftament.) = 
E But what is the greateſt e of all; "thoſe, 
| Who have thus fallen Hed their ſtedſaſtneſs, the former 
— good actions they may have done, will condemn them, and 
1 add to their miſery, if not here, in the æorld to come, 
=: where we ſhall every one receive for the things done in 
be body, whether they be good, or whether they be evi; 
when it will be in vain 2% /ay, We have.ſormerly . | 
= a fight of chriftianity; have undergone the loſs of friends, 
and Hates; have been mocked, ſcourged, and imprijoned for 
ll the name of Chri „; have been men of ſorrows, and ac... 
auainted with grief; unleſs we go on as we began in bab- 
[ |  ziſm, by confirmation or otherwiſe, and continue fed/a/?,” 
it 3 inmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
[| Ds e 


1 ) 
” rw God ani man) otherwiſe we ſhall ſurely forfeit alle our 
5 pretenſions to happrneſs ; whoſe latter end, (not ike b,), 

2 muſt be worſe than our beginning; . when, by this mean loo, 
we unavoidably ſeek our on ruin, our own dęſtruction, bj 
paulling down ſo fooliſhly, and obſtinately the miſcbief 

upon our 92n pates. So that as the devil; the world, and 
the Heſb, verily, are all againſt us, to prove us, to try us, and 
too often overcome many of us, let us (my friends,) from 
this very hour, play the men, and be chriſtians in deed; and 
if we think ewe Hand, let us all, (as well preachers, as hear- 
*ers,) take heed leſt we fall into the pit of miſery, where 
tools worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched: for un- 
"at we are ever upon our guard, and keep a good look out, 
the three worſt enemies we have, (the devil, the world, _ 
and the Aab, ) will not fail to draw us, to enveigle us, and 
tempt us into n; againſt which, be aſſured nothing can. 
better arm or ſecure every chriſtian, than the ſhield of faith, 5 
and frequent exerciſes of religion, eſpecially, the more 
ſolemn and public acts of it; which will be fo pleafing, s 
well as prevalent with 2% who have a right under ftand- — 
ing in the way of godlineſs, that the more any of us un. 
formly labour herein, the Jeſs weary we ſhall be; when. 
_ they will add vigour to our wnderiakings, and freſh life to 

our fed/a ges; cauſing us to do the whole will of our. 
Father which 1 is in heaven; and to run our r cbr, iftian race 
5 With 
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with joy: wherefore, (and 1 again repeat i,) if ye now 
| Hand, take heed, (my beloved brethren) teſt ye fall?! 
To which good end, the moſt effectual mean ye, (or I ) | 
can ff bly make uſe of, 1s to pray in private as well as 85 
= public; to beſeech and beg of God to aſſiſt us with bis 6s! ly 


fo ſpirit; and give us of bis: grace, to reſiſt every temptation 


of the world, the fleſh, and the devil, who are all againſt 


us, to deceive us, to betray us, to ruin us: yet, ruſt ye in 


the Lord Jebovab; for in the Lord Fehovah | 18 everlaſting 
_ ſtrength: and if God be for us, who ſhall be Wut us, o by 


7 burt us, to abaſe us, to terrify us? 


To whom, with the. Son and holy Ghet, be all honour i 


5 and Slory, for ever, and ever: Amen. 
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ft Epitte of sr. PAUL to the Corinthians, *. 1 2, WE 


— LET HIM. THAT. THINKETH HE STANDETH, TAKE 


_HEED. LEST HE FALL, 25 


Men and Brethren, bs 


HAVE lately preached to you, char the alters us Wd, 
overcometh the world is our faith; that when we have 
put our hands to the plough, we muſt not look back; that ; 


we ſhould beware not to fall from our own feaja One — 


ES And now, as this portion of ſcripture admoniſhes N 
if we, (any of us,) think we ſtand, let us take heed leſt 


Ive fall. 


Ct. Paul, ths author of this e pie, 4 in this chapter, : 
from whence my text is taken, refer his hearers and con- 
verts, the Corinthians, to the hiſtories of former ages, which 
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_ ire recorded as a a ſtanding warning, or r memento, to poſterity! 1 
that they rely not ſo much upon any external advantages, 
ds 10 neglect recoinmending themſelves in all things to 
Jod, by holding faſt the profeſſion of the rue ſaith with- 
out 4vavering; 7 the greateſt privileges cannot recom- 
mend us without holineſs unto hm, of whom cometh our 
be lp; that it is not any external relation we bear to Chr, * 
as being baptized, confirmed, or even receiving the ſacra- 
meat, that will ever /ave us; but our acting ſuitably to 
our calling, as chriftians ; that, therefore, it becometh „ 
to take heed, (whilſt we are dreaming of the great felici- 
ties of our fate, of our being members of his body, of his 


Ne /h, and of his bones, J leſt: we be ſurprized into ruin and 


: e that, conſidering how very apt the vor 1d is 8 
do aſcribe leſs to Chr i/'s merits and ſufferings, to the for- 
: bearance of a merciful and gracious Creator, than to its own. 
ſmaller ones, the apoſtle, out of mere /ove and charity to 


them, arne them not to ſtop here, leſt they; be de- 
ceived. 65 


His caution 70 1 is . Let him chat thinketh he 5 


fandeth, take heed left he fall! 


Wherein are obſervable; firſt, the perſons to whe he 
writeth : ſecondly, his addreſs to them ; and laſtly, the « cau- , 
tion /nferred; take heed leſt ye fall. 


When the manifeſt danger there is ; of / fo doing, i _ 
appear from former examples, before and after the eſta- 
bliſhment 


Nel Es * * N 
blithment of. core before. Chriſt's J million and ap- 


| pearance, the greateſt part of the world fell from the belief 
of the ex/ence If the Deity, into groſs ſuperſtition and do- 


2 latry; and ſince that time, what numbers do we read of 


that forſook the true faith; that ſtruck in with the various 
Der eſies of the times! that amongſt hoſe who have fool! iſhly 
Zone out of the Way. (co ſay nothing of the famous ſchiſm 
= happened before Chrif, betwirt the Fezws and Sam- 
ritans; nor yet to inſiſt | upon the lamentable /chi/m that 
| broke out fince our Seviour's time, betwixt the chriſtians 
of the eaſtern and weſtern churches, about the obſervation- 
of La Ver, ) we have fo many, and thoſe ſo notorious, even 
at this hour, that as it is Imp tble, 101 it is e to 


5 make particular mention of them: — 1 
Vet, what are all 7heſe to the fad inflances. of men, 


who have deſerted a religious l iſe? pretended chriftians, 
and profeſſed infidels; wyriads of all ages and countries, of 
all ranks and ſtations, conſpiring in the neglect ofvirtue and 
religion; ; and in the practice of 2hoſe things that are contra- 
ry to the laws of God and of nature ! whith, to give ſome 


account of the matter why things are ſo, under the preſent 


9 iſpenſation of chr: iflianity, and to ſhew how the dan ger of 


falling becomes ſo great and general, I ſhall er the 
nature of chri ftianity,” and the profeſſors of it: when, as to 
the religion itſelf; it muſt be confeſſed, there are many 


things in the deftrinal part thereof, Jeep and unſearchable; 


* Z What 


(95 


> Dat 16 human n can ſind out, or order:; g lock for f 

inſtance, is the 7rin/ty, the incarnation of the Meſſed Teſt Wh 
a his reſurrection and the deſcent of the holy ghoſt, 

When, if God's having revealed and declared theſe di- 
vine truths to us, be not always kept in view, and reve- 
rently. confidered, the very wiſeſt of men among us, may be 
ſoon loſt and bewildered in their contemplation, their rea- 
ſonings about them; and at laſt, fit down Weary ag a iſa = 
_ as to. theſe rhings; 

| So, if men do not ſtrictly end to os FOR "Te 11, to 
5 as ſanctions of eternal rewards and pun ifoments, that are an- 

| niexed to the performance or omiſſion of their 1 the! ere 
will be great danger of neglecting it - 

The poſitive precepts of the goſpel, have not to recom- 

mend them, but God's promiſe and inſtitution ! ſo that, u- 


man reaſon itſelf, could never have diſcovered. that they 


are means for hoe ends, for which they were appointed: 
ſuch, for inſtance, are the two ſacraments, the inſtitution + 
of the chriſtian priefthood; and the whole method of alva 
nion, eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chiti: 1 
As to the moral precepts of our duty; ns loving Gd 
with all our heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves ; having 


contentment and reſignation to the divine will; en- 


deavouring to be perfect, as he is perfect; of taking 
up the ctoſs of Chriſt; of mortifying our Jufts 
6 * Aon ; rejeicing in Iribulation, and forbearing all 


manner 


tg ) 


th manner of revenge; . of doing good to thoſe that hate Us, 
and pray ing for our worſt enemies. Theſe are rules ſo much 
above tlie ch and power of our reaſon and undeſſtanding, 5 7 
that they muſt ſurely be aſcribed to God alone; who is 
infinite in wiſdom; but hath ordained them to be obſerved 
ER. of us men, for gur ' ſalvation: neither ſhould we have. 
known them, had not the Almighiy God been pleaſed to 5 


5 reveal them, to appoint them, and to ordain them, 


We, verily, (my fiends,) are moſt of us, at beſt, but too 
apt to miſtake good for evil, and evil for good; not Know- 2 
ing or conſidering, that it is the devil leads us on to judge 
kallely; to walk too often in the way that tendeth to de- 
8 as he did our firſt parents, (Adam and Eve, ) i WW. - 
1 and the body of the Mraelites in Horeb, who, to 
this day, are groſs ee aliens and ſtrangers to the true 
Cod, and his Son, Chrift Feſus, the Lord of life, and Slory, | 


now our Advocate in 05 higheſt heavens. 


Moreover, the world flatters and promiſes many fine. 
things, to inveigle us into fin, and eſtrange our minds from 
the living God; cauſing diuiſions and herefies Among us, to -- 
the deſtracting of the church, and deſerting the right faith 
of Chri it, through Socinianif _ Arianiſm, and ſtill, little 


leſs abominable, Unitarianiſm, i even in our ſeats of lea! ning 


and education; and, what ſhould be more ſo of true religion, 


than of artificial tnowledge,. and oyer-powering 7% phy, 


hardly ever ſatisfied to truſt, or believe any thing, if above, 
_ though 5 
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5 buch not eonitrary to man' 5 beſt reaf, un or - underſtanding, 
when there are many other Way's too, whereby we may > 
drawn aſide from our duty, to follow the multitude, to do 

evil; as, by our own lufts and paſſions, and the error of the 

N wicked, who daily lay. in. wait to deceive 15, to betray ue, 
to undo us, and to ruin 25: ſo that in one ord, as well as 


many, I muſt beg leave to ſay again, (with the apoftle,) 


Let him that thinketh he flandeth, take eſpecial heed, (in all 5 


Places, ) leſt he fall; (which, ye may all however do, (m) 


 hearers,) if it be not your 07  Jault, your own nal ghtineſs, ET 
in ſeeking out, and propagating too many hurtful inventi- 
ons to unhinge, and unſettle the unity and Peace that ſhould 
. be, and for ever remain firm, and feafa aft, in all goed chri- 8 
= frian: ;) for, although the danger of falling be great; and 
many have, and . and ſhall fall, probably, from good to 
evil, and deſert their religion, (their cri iftian calling, Wet, 
the poſſe 1lity of ſtanding, and perſevering in the true faith, 
s no leſs certain, as will appear, (Iiruſt,) from the examples 
of thoſe who have gone before us; who have reſiſted the 
N greateſt temptations, "and have ſtood firm to their latter end. 


Amongſt theſe were Moſes, the Maccabees, and other 
Jews, and good men, who lived before Chriſt came into 


the aworld; as, the apoſtles 0 ma artyrs who came 


or lived after Chriſt. 


The ſtory of the 2 + man, Sic” all cond ade 


i muſt be well acquainted with; how that he came into the 


1 


world 


e 


( 21 5 45 . 


world at a time when a certain cruel and bloody-minded 7 
king had ordained all the males of the Hebrew children to 
be put to death; that he was concealed in his father”s 
bouſe for three months; that he was put into an ark of bull» 
ruſhes, and laid among the flags of the river Nile, to eſcape 
the king's tyranny, till, (by the providence of God,) he was 
found by Pharaoh's daughter, who took him up, had com- 
paſſion on him, and ſent ſor his own mother to nurſe him, 
and ſuckle him; and when he was grown up, ſhe brought 
bim to the princeſs, who adopted him for her own ſon, gave. 
55 him the belt education of the country, and intended him to 
be the heir of her father's kingdom of Egypt. goa „ 
hut foraſmuch as he ſaw the abſurdities of the Egyptian e 
manner of worſhip, he rejected the tempting offer of being 
a Ling, and choſe rather to ſuffer Miction with the people 
b of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin r 
Thus the Maccabees too ſtood firm in the true faith; nor ; 
—_ be tempted to go aſide from their religion.  Elegner 
| likewiſe, and the mother with her ſeven ſons, were not leſs 
' ..___ courageous for the honour and BY of God, than Shadrach, * 
 Meſhach, and Abed-nego: 5 
We might mention others too, (6f old J who for the : 
5 fake of God's holy religion, were bound, and impriſoned ! 
were ſtoned, were fawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
fin with the ſword; wandered about in ſheep-ſkins, and 
58 ſkins; were 4 Niue, Mated, tormented, who yet pre- 
E ſerved 


— 
—— 
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twenty one amen, at his * Hours. 


N 188 ot: er integrity, by reſolutely perſeverng in the pro: | 
” feſſion of che deſpiſed and perſec uled truth: 


When, if we paſs by theſe, we ſhall, morcover, 040 a 


1 moſt noble army too, of chriſtian martyrs, ſince the preach- 
ing of the goſpel in all lands, who were proof. againſt the 
bittereſt perſecutions and ſufferings, that ES crueity 

could inflict. or inſpire, or the 20% and inventian, the 

naugghtieſt invention of the hardeft tyrants find out, to in- 

ö poſe upon mankind under them, or ſubject unto them: — _ 

280, were we to inſiſt upon the Great examples of 
' obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Almighty, A 
wich we meet with in the ſeriptures, of good and pious . 

perſons, who gave undeniable proofs of their truſt In provi. 
dence, who demonſtrated the power of godlineſs in their 

Hearts and fouls, by frequent inſtances of beneficence to- 

wards their brethren, we might run over, and ſhould run 
over a very large part or portion of the ſacred writing, _ 
both in the Old, as well as New Teftament; and preſent you | 
only with ſuch probably, as few (I rruſt) who hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt the word of God, 
but muſt remember, if they /ave the ſeriptures, and are as 
_ converſant in them, as the late celebrated foſhua Barnes (of 
happy memory) was, who is recorded to this day upon hrs 
monument, (for your imitation,) to have read over a ſmall 


Engliſh Bible, (his uſual pocket companion,) one huadred and 


7 23 * 

Wet us leave however, theſe- examples, and confidbr. how 
dy this truth 5 Rota: the N and nature of 8 
the thing: — + 40g Fa 

"> ESA Firſt then, as to the ate and 3 of ak 
gion, they, being all of them conſiſtent with thoſe of our 
own reaſon, recommend themſelves to thoſe of the largeſ? 
knowledge and underſtandings: when, what nation is there 
ſo great, (as ſaid à prophet, ) that hath fatutes and judge- 
ments fo righteous as all the law of God, which is ſet be- 
fore ws this day? ſo that thoſe, our chriſtian brethren, (as 
wel ws you and I, my uſual hearers here, in zhis houſe of 
ER prayer and thankſgiving) though poſſeſſed of the moſt 
|, profound and ſuperior human knowledge, muſt, or ſhould ass 
ſcoon yield to the proofs of chriſtianity, (which ye profels _ 
to believe, and confide in,) as thoſe of inferior knowledge, | 
who have been bred only in the lower claſs of the ſchool — & | 
of reaſon and: underſtanding among the multitude, who | 
moſtly indeed, in old time, flocked unto Chrif, to hear Bim, 
do ſee him, and to learn of him the true and only road to 
: Jatvation and happineſs, i in the kingdom of heaven. Many e | 
too, of the primitive fathers, (who were not leſs learned |} 
than the great men of Rome, or Athens,) were its ſtrenn 8 
ous 1 and eſpouſed it to the death. FL 
Soc that an obſervation or two more, (my 1 will 
be ſufficient, will be enough at one time, probably, to 
work upon deu, to make you know and feel, what alone 
5 _ 


15 24 Sos 


0 it is, ye wt all believe, and do as oe 7" mn ye + real 7 
Hope to be ſaved; or if ye think ye ſtand, to take heed not 


do fall from your own  ftedfa aftneſs, by forſaking or deſerting = 
that religion, under which ye were born, which ye were 


| Baptized i in, and further entered Sy by the Juſt mean nof con- 
firm, mation: = _ 

E Know ye then; ae. it is as pollible for OG 8 me, 

and for every one of this houſeho/d, of this our eftabl; iſhed 52 
and holy catholic church, to hold the faith in the unity of 
the /pirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs 
of /ife, as our foreſathers have done: to be convinced 


whereof, ye need only conſider the nature of chriſtian 2 


virtue, which conſiſts in bearing one Joſs or pain to eſcare 


a greater; or foregoing one intereſt or pleaſure to ſecure a 
better; and this, doubtleſs, out of reverence and obedience 


to the law of the Lord, that requires it, and commands it 


of us his people, who ſhall not then greatly err in our 
hearts, if we have known his aways, and will endeavour 


faithfully to keep his commandments; the which, althou gh 85 
of ourſelves, we cannot, may not be able to do by reaſon 


N inſufficiency in us; yet, by the grace of God, and his 
help, e may: for it is he that e in ws both to wilt . 


> and to do, of his good pleaſure. 


Would ye not then be troubled, dk yer not hang your 
minds uneaſy, nor your conſciences tormented with over 
much fear and jealouſy, of becoming e or 


(Is). 


of not dying th death of the rightzous, to have 3 your laſt Re 
end /ibe his; let me further beſeech you (my beloved bre. 
Ihren, ) now, and evermore, to do your duty, as good chri- 
 frians, withawvilling mind, with fincerity, without partiality, 
and without hy pocrify : and becauſe God hath graciouſly 
| afforded and appointed clearly, the means for ſalvation, . 
Cn our church ,) let us not fruſtrate his good deſign in Se 
bringing, and drawing us chri Alanus to himſelf; but Fall : 
his Jaws, and walk in his commandments, to keep them, 
and to do them, all our days, till we go hence, and are no 
more ſeen; whos the 17 wnpet ſhall Cain; and the dead i; 
| ſhall be raifed 7ncor uptible, and we ſhall be changed. 1 
Moreover now, more eſpecially while the His: Is, may "=" 
ve not neglect to obey faithfully the Sen of God, who _ 
came into che world for the redemption of finners 'P Who 125 
gave it in charge to his diſciples when he was about to 
"Jae them, to SD this m remembrance of him, their Deliver- . 
er, and only Saviour. „ . 
Wherefore, have we any read 15 for our n ths 0 
8 lov ed us, as to lay down his ! ife for us, and for all man- 
kind? if we have any compaſſion for our own. precious ö 
dulv, and are deſirous they ſhould be ſaved, let us not (I 
entreat you,) at any time, wilfully neglect to do our duty 
in every part of divine worſhip, towards God' s holy temple; * 
particularly in becoming partakers of the body and blood of 
Chr Mir in the Kaen 0 where, af") we do truly and earneſtly 
he CEE | © Lame. 


a. 
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026 5 


repent us of our ur fins, and are in 1 love and charity a 


aur neighbours, (but not otherwiſe, ) we ſhall be received, 5 


1 (as the repenting Prodigal i in the goſpel, ) with joy: — 


— Knowing this, that as a father pitieth his own hi 
© 45 en, even ſo is the Lord merciful unto all them that come 
unto him, through the merits and ſatisfaction of his dearly 
beloved Son, Chr: ift Feſus, our Lord. = 
>" 0 whom be all Porour and gry, world without end] 
Amen. 1 


Uicuique 


"1X 25 ) i 
Danke 2 ro. is , 


NISCITUR i in EY Chriſtum Arlt opti 
: Thomæ, quorſum iret? (Littera {cripta manet,) 
b Sum via, ſum verax, ſum vitaque ſola virorum, 
Qui me cunque petunt, qui mea verba tenent: 
Dixit— et addebat dictis ſimul, hæcce Philippo: VVV 

3 me vidit, vidit et iſte patre mn. 


. | Hoe atis eſt, fateor ; Chriſtus de Virgine natus, ; 


Non eſt ſolus homo; fed Deus "TC PAket. - 7 


Deleo abhine omnes ex animo meo, Uxrrantos! | 


„ IL. 


WJaippe Ain we notus 1 mihi adit i in aurem — 35 


S8 i Chriſtum diſeis — ſatis eſt, fi cætera _neſcis: 
1 8 Si Chriſtum neſeis — nihil eſt, fi cxtera  diſcis. LO 


- Who hath 1 our report? ? Ia. kii, 
M bo i 15 on our fide, who: i 


0 GOD of Heaven, of Band and ſea - — 55 
Who ever was, and e'er ſhall be; 
Grant the whole Race of human Kind, 


Who mercy need — N meter f end! . 
Grant 


"£63 25 * 
5 hay; may know, belive. and at 


. only holy One, and Juſt; __ 5 
That only Son of thine, (0 our Lord — | 
Who from Beginning, was the word; * 


Who ſaid himelf, (avant all ſtrife IF . 

I am the iche Ran ;?ĩ57?Guu-i 
__ So that, though Prieſtley will di > HY 3 8 
"Thinks, Horne and Horfeley 70 n N Honky 
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( * 4 or Soul 25-0 N the: . WO 
Vet, is he right? let's fee, let's %%% 

Ad! if he be — een burn the Book ; 

Kat *exocheen, that book of Life; 

How hard t the _ * all £005 lf. 


Ceaſe hers? Oeenſe return and a ſee. „CC I 8 


be Son of God's I Divinity)! 88 
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Prieſtley, return! Thou'rt gone add : ©, 
Whilſt Horne and: Hlorfeley, „point the VJ. ay, 
The Truth, the Life; (the God-man, ” 5 


5 But Unitari Taps er t NA Hl. nk of 43 


12 ae done: 2 liberavi a animam. . 
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